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On 30 April 1951, a nwe‘c.inv of officials of fthe Halle Rerilroad Directorate
(E?BD Halle) took place in halle Durirg the mesting, varions officials spole
of the poor condition of the track in the Directorate arss and mentioned the
following pointe. "' '

The track surface (ralls ete) is zo bad that, in placesy1t has been ﬁecmrec‘i
dangerous by the responsible c-onstructimn dapartzrent (Baudezernat). As a
resalt, the speed of trains on the main lines has been reduced by about 50%.
This reduction of speed has not been msde publie. On the contrary, according
to the new timetable dated 20 May 1951, spesds, egpecinlly for express trains,
have been raised, to 90 km. per hours. A speeial timetable issued for the use
of the rallread s;hmzf- only a speed of 60 lm. ner hour for thegse trains, however.
This means tha%, zs far as the publie is concorned, the greater vart of the
sxpress trains ﬂre considerably overdue. In order o decrease the discreparcy
hetveen the actusl schedule and the published schedule, the authorities hove
scheduled long dayovers -t various stations on the public tiretable,

On the Ieir nigeAltenbury line, there are four gectiong vhere the track is very
Yed, and tralns are permitied to travel only at 30 km. ver hour. It has been
impossible to reneir the track because of the lack of necessary materisls,

To overcome
ron

There are severe bottleneeks, especizlly in rails end slespers,
the shortere of sleepers, emveriments were tried with conerete sleepers.
and wooden sleepers were replaced by ccncrete sleeners on secondary lines,
Huch messures offer only & temporsry sclu‘b.x.on, because it is eshimated that in
all ‘available iron and wooden sleepers will he

Concrete sleepers gompare unfavorably with jron or wooaex; sleenerd, becausge
The use-of sueh sleepe 5 would ‘rdsult in increased
damage,
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